
Revised April 2023 

1 

Easement Donation Evaluation and Recommendation Checklist 

Landowner:   State: 

Property address:  

Proposed easement program:  

Section I: Type of Easement Donation  

The proposed gift of easement— 

1. Will be held by:

2. Is related to an easement administration action: Yes  No 
If yes, describe briefly: 

3. Is conditional: Yes No 

Section II: Evaluation Package and Recommendation  

The state conservationist’s evaluation package submitted into Program Activity Management Solution 
(PAMS) must include the requirements listed in Title 440 Conservation Programs Manual, Part 527, Subpart 
C, at a minimum: 

1. Written offer of donation
2. Donation costs

a. Donor’s acknowledgment of responsibility to assume costs of donation, or
b. A copy of the waiver request (as submitted to EPD) to authorize NRCS to assume costs

3. For entity-held easements, a letter from the eligible entity that will hold the easement stating their
plan and qualifications to monitor and enforce the terms of the easement deed

4. A decision memorandum from the state conservationist that addresses—
a. Eligibility requirements
b. Justification for accepting the donation
c. Compliance with Section 6 of USDA Departmental Regulation 5200-003
d. The effect of any outstanding and reserved rights
e. Management and fiscal implications, precedential nature of the donation, public relations

ramifications, and other aspects
f. Description of the conditions, if any, and rationale for acceptance

5. Map
6. Draft conservation easement deed and exhibits
7. Boundary survey
8. Full Phase 1 environmental site assessment report
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9. National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) or other required environmental evaluation (only for
easements that are part of an easement administration action or have other extenuating
conditions)

10. Title report and all underlying documents
11. Baseline documentation report, if required by the deed
12. Mineral assessment, if needed based on title encumbrances
13. An OGC preliminary title opinion or, if the United States is not the grantee, a review of the deed

to ensure it meets the applicable program requirements.

Notes 

Checklist completed by: 
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